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“Ah! non credea mirarti....Ah! non giunge uman pensiero” 

From La Sonnambula 

Danika Loren 


Vincenzo Bellini 

(1801-1835) 


“In si barbara sciagura” Gioachino Rossini 

From Semiramide (1792-1868) 

Megan Quick 


“Das war sehr gut, Mandryka” 

From Arabella 

Gwenna Fairchild-Taylor 


Richard Strauss 

(1864-1949) 


“Voi lo sapete, o mamma” Pietro Mascagni 

From Cavalleria Rusticana (1863-1945) 

Kristina Agur 


Alternate: 

“Va! Laisse couler mes larmes” 

From Werther 

Lyndsay Promane 


Jules Massenet 

(1842-1912) 


Andrea Grant, piano 


A message from Riki Turofsky 

When I was a student at opera school, we did not have Master Classes with visiting artists. After graduation, I 
participated in such classes with exceptional artists like Lotte Lehmann, Pierre Bernac and Martial Singher. Those 
unique experiences are indelibly printed in my memory and were crucial to my development as a singer. It gives 
me great pleasure to present the ninth master class in voice with the brilliant Sondra Radvanovsky. I plan to 
continue to sponsor other great artists in this series in the years to come. Enjoy the afternoon! 



Soprano Sondra Radvanovsky is a globally celebrated artist. The sincerity 
and intensity that she brings to the stage as one of the most prominent 
sopranos of her generation have won her accolades from critics and loyalty 
from passionate fans. When The Washington Post praised her singing as 
“outright gorgeous, poignant and silvery,’’ it confirmed what Radvanovsky 
followers had known for years. The exquisite depth and color of her voice 
are matched by her artistry and versatility across a remarkable range 
of repertoire, from the title roles in Rusalka and Lucrezia Borgia to the 
enormously challenging Norma. Her signature role is Leonora in II Trovatore, 
and she is widely regarded as one of the premiere Verdi sopranos alive 
today. She has portrayed the title roles in Aida and Luisa Miller, Elvira in 
Ernani, Elena in / Vespri Sicilian!, Elisabeth de Valois in Don Carlo, and Lina in 
Stiffelio, among others. 

Radvanovsky’s recent mastery of such bel canto roles as Norma has also 
led her to Donizetti's “three queens," the leading soprano parts in his Tudor 
dramas. In the last few seasons, she has solidified her command of the title 
roles in Anna Bolena and Maria Stuarda and the role of Queen Elizabeth in 
Roberto Devereux, and this season, in a feat never before undertaken by any 
singer in Metropolitan Opera history, Radvanovsky performs all three queens 
at the Met. Other season highlights include Manon Lescaut and Tosca at the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Tosca at the Bayerische Staatsoper, and Aida at the 
Opera national de Paris. She also sings recitals in Toronto and Oman and 
performs at the Grand Opera Gala in Aid of the Deutsche AIDS-Stiftung and 
the fall gala at the Park Avenue Armory. 

Radvanovsky has performed in every major opera house in the world, including the Royal Opera House, the Paris 
Opera, Teatro all Scala, and numerous others. Her home theatre is the Metropolitan Opera, where she began her 
training in the late 1990s. After performances in smaller roles there, Radvanovsky caught the attention of critics as 
Antonia in Les Contes d’Hoffmann and was singled out as a soprano to watch. On the concert platform, she has 
performed with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Verbier Festival Orchestra, both with James Levine, with the 
Chicago Symphony and David Zinman, with the San Francisco Symphony and James Conlon, and with the Bayerische 
Staatsoper and Zubin Mehta. 

Radvanovsky’s debut recording, Verdi Arias, was released in April 2010 on the Delos label. The album quickly became 
a critical hit and made several season-best lists, including those of NPR and The New Yorker. In 2011 Delos released a 
CD of Verdi opera scenes with Radvanovsky and her frequent artistic partner Dmitri Hvorostovsky to coincide with the 
pair’s return to the Met stage in II Trovatore. The disc was recorded with the Philharmonia of Russia and Constantine 
Orbelian. 

Radvanovsky is no stranger to the screen. She stars in a Naxos DVD Cyrano de Bergerac alongside Placido Domingo 
and in II Trovatore and Un Ballo in Maschera for the wildly popular “Met: Live in HD” series. She has also been an 
enthusiastic host for the “Live in HD” transmissions of La Fanciulla del West, Otello, and Francesca da Rimini. 

Born just outside of Chicago, Radvanovsky now makes her home with her husband near Toronto. 



After graduating from the Faculty of Music in 1970, Riki Turofsky went on to perform with virtually every opera 
company and symphony orchestra in Canada; as well as with the San Francisco, Houston Grand, Netherlands and 
New York City Opera Companies. She has hosted TV shows ranging from a Royal Gala at the National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa, to her own daily program in Vancouver called ARTSWEEK. The most notable of her four recordings, Riki 
Turofsky Sings Kurt Weill, was acclaimed in both Billboard and People magazines. As a board member of the Canada 
Council for the Arts, Turofsky was pivotal in the creation of their first Governance Policy and their program for Racial 
Equity. She is a recipient of both the Gold and Diamond Queen’s Jubilee Medals for her contribution to Canadian life, as 
well as the University of Toronto’s Arbor Award for outstanding volunteerism for having chaired the Faculty’s campaign 
to endow the Opera Production Fund, which raised more than $500,000, ensuring two fully-staged operas annually. 
Turofsky's Memoir Aria: Song of a Life has inspired her motivational speech From Adversity to Happiness. Turofsky 
established this Master Class series in voice in 2006. 



